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nederativoy, shurnal, Biolopive was firgl iogsued in 1.54, In

initiating itn publicutlon, the editoriul bosrd was contronted with the
vroblem of Lro . dng biolosicts in wvery speclaliy with os complete in-
Forialion oo on:ble on feicntivic dute published in biologicel literature
throughoul the vord, In the beginnineg, it wus propused that each semi-
monthly issue would o tain ug Lo 2,000 ltems of information, i.e., abstracts,
annotations, or biblicgen hie entries, waounting to 43,000 to 50,000 items
ol im"ormun_fon, per year, It soon becume apparsnt, however, that 50,600
items a year would not sufficiently cover the yearly, world-wide, biological
literature output, Thus, in 1955, 65,5%5 items of information were pub-
lished in thé Journal. During 1950, the editorial board plans to publish
24 issues (the author's index being published as a separate entity) and
cach issue will contuin from 4,000 to k5,000 items of informat.‘on, or
approximately 100,000 items rer year,

Naturally, such an enormous amount of material can not all be pub-
lished within the limited space of the Referativnyy Zhurnal Biologiya
in the form of abstracts, Thus, as in the past, items of information will
appear in journal in the form ol abstracts, annotations, and bibliographic
entries. The rorm In which the item of intormation will appear will be
determined in the case of theoretical biolegical works by their importance
and timeliness, und in special egrobiological and nedicobiological works,

In cddition, by the extent tu which they deal with biological problems,

T ol works covered in the sournel significanily exceeds the
2din analcgous foreign publications. Thus, in the German
Journal Berichie ucher dle rsamte Biologie (leporis on A1l I'ields of
Biolegy), which g been tublished for almost 30 yeurs, there were only
31,070 abstrects in both series during 154, Only 30,276 abstracts and
bibliogruphic entries wore published during 1954 in the /merican abstract
Journal Biologicul nbsuracts, which has been published since 1927.

The mube
numbers contai

.‘tux‘..-m"ivn)'_;( <~hwnel, Biolugiva ig therefore the largest biological

cbstracl Journal in ihe wvorld,

Uy to the present, it has given informat;on on scientific works
published in 3,535 journals and periodical publications, i.e., trudy (works),
collected works, annuals, etc, They were distributed as follows by
countries: USSR, €80; US, 650; England, 395; Germany, 336; France, 227;
Italy, 221; Poland, OY; Switaorlond, 05 Jugan, 14; Czcchoslovakia, GO;
Canadu, G; Austria, G7f; susiralia, G6; Indin, G55 Balsiwn, 605 China
Ilolland, 55; sweden, 5i; Hungury, 52; and 451 journuls Ziom otlier couniries,
During 1456, the nunber off poriolicel oublicat ions covered will be in-
creased sicnivicuntly,

During 1955, the abslrocty ¢l works published in English comprised
30,0 percent of the botal muber of s abstracted In the Jjournal ;
Russion, 20,2 poreent; Germen, 12,0 porcont; vrench, 4,0 percent; Italian,
2.0 poreent; Jolish, 1.7 serceni, Cuzech, 1,5 percent, etce.

Work done in the leople's Denocrucies, the Scandinavian and Southern
Luropean countries, not to speuk of the literature of the People's Republic
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of China, and the other countries of Asia and Africa, is hardly ever covered
by the foreign abstract Journals. Works published in the USSR are likewise
given poor coverage in them, In such leading foreign abstract Journals as
Biological Abstracts and Excerpta Medica the majority of references are to the
Anglo-Saxon biological ang medical 1literature.

The editorial boarq has taken upon itself the task of making Referativnzz
Zhurnalz Biologiy& an Irformation organ of international importance,

The dats publisheg in the Jjournal have lagged behind their publication
dates to a certain extent. This can be explained by the fuct that the
naterial pubhshedinﬂeferutivnzz Zhurnal[ Biologiye was collected initially
Over a pericd of 1 I,Z years prior to its publication, Nov, in connectlon
with the enlerged scope of the publication, the editorial board hopes within
the necr future to shorten the time between initisl date of publication of
the works tbstracted angd their appearsnce as items of informetion in the
Journal,

To eliminate any existing deficiencies in the Journal, the editorial
board requests the readers send in their criticisms and recorendat.ions,
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